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e remodeler David Foster

s s0l¥ing bwo problems at

once.

He evaluares the skilis of
apprentice carpemers by
‘them build play-

‘houses — which he then do-
nates Lo area presc

Mr. Foster is president of Foster Home

Improvement Inc. in Lorton. Before he

sends carpenters to hammer and saw in

aclient’s home, he wants 10 make sure

his employoes ire .
“Istarted the plathso was-
sess the skills of newly Arpens

rar:, says the remodeler, wbadmabou
53 mmillion in business a year, with the av-
erage job costing about §100,000. “T give
them a blueprint. %ﬂmﬂaa listof ma-
terials. They start b and wetry to
see whm-lhmsh:us v
program is unigue to the
national rummi:lma industry, which
makes $140 billion a year in revenue.
Maost apprentice carpenters learn solely
under the supervision of keud carpenters.

o i et e
David Foster of Foster Home Improvement inc. tests Darpemarshe may hira hy
having them build playhousas, which then are donated to schocis, Plans for the
buikdings, which are 11 fest long, 8 feet wide and & foet high, are at fop.

Since homenwners wanl craftspeople
with  high level of skill, Mr. Foster fm-
plemems further testing through
playhouses. The more innovative the
warker, the better the finished product,

Carpenters whose skills do not meas-
ure up while they work on & playhouse
are let go. Mr. Foster tested four persons
through the first two playbouses that
were built. As a result, anly two l:nrpen-
ters have been pcrmsnﬁ-lly hi

company in 1983 and in 1998 was se-
lected mx:aflhenmﬁﬂmnwdclm\nme
'L'rmed States by Remodeling magazine.

YOu interview: can
dum.mlnng ‘The first man who worked
on the second a5 let go be-

playhouse w
catuse bus sills and atitude weren' what
we needed. Hopefully, we will be puiting
ag ualified person in people’s humi:(s”

ien evaluat rpenter’s wark on a
playhouse, Mr rﬁﬁer:marxﬂgmw‘-
all guality of the labor, including lhe
bours it took to complete the t
amaunt of material waste involved aml
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Bullder apprenticeship program benefits area pre- school'

‘ ‘We've bulll fmc house 1o
| solve two problems,” home
remisdeler @ Foster
explaing, rapping his knucklcs
a?m.!l -m e mdmgnrms %

Bul the efficiency m@l
might also refer o how the
—old  Loron-| bi!acd entre-
prencur approaches W gener-
ully &s be daly jugges the

|recently mne[m. aed by one of
his ¢

a
business, smgle paren
and

n;mms«- (nm- vers.

'When you're time-pressed,

the hest ideas You a ra
of solutions m%":mg:u )

Foster observe

Such has bum vertainty the
case, in any event, with the
child-friendly playhouse Foster
designe: most recently
donated to the Mulford School
In Centreville,

| scale-model child sized home

A hy-product of a training
program Foster created 10 eval-
um.: the skills of apprentice

sou

a flat-bed truck where it w.u
removed, as planned, by a
forkitft truck.

"I started the playhouse pro-
| gram to evaluate the skills of
our uﬂmymn:d carpeniers,”
says Foster who. as a one-time
graduate and now board mem-

Fairfax  County's
Foundation for  Applied
Technical Education (FATE), is

aware of the area's short-
age of skilled construciion
workers. "l wanted o learn
how well a new carpenter can
read  bluej 5. assess the
g:anuh‘ of materals noeded to
ish a project and execule
specific bulding and detailing
skills, This house requires
framing, trim work, ruo
siding, window installation,
and there arc many fine
details.”
The idea for a functional,

pore:
fhree operable vinyl rep
ment windows, Floors are
structed of Trex, a spli
free wood and plastic e
based material. The int
incorporates fine cornice w
soffils and other Anishwor
Foster persuaded
South Bullding Svpply, §
Signs and other supplie:
donate the materials ne
for the project. Carcinal B
Pallone Chevrolet and scft
developer Reliabuild  n
financial contributions,
Foster currently plan
produce four playhousi
year and already has I
daycare centers eager [
Fosler o b
To check on playh
availability, or have your ¢
nization added io the wa
list, call 7023-550-1371.
* Courtesy of Home Fi
Neips

aros¢  In 2 conversation
between Fosier and his son
who was then attending an
area pre-school. "We were talk
g about the ocuidear recre-
atlon activities amd we both
decided a well-constructed
playhouse would he something

e Dol o o ey



